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Fellow countrymen, country women and foreign residents in Uganda, On behalf 

of the President of the Republic of Uganda, I would like to update you on the 

progress of our fight against the Ebola Sudan outbreak. You will recall that on 

the 15th October, H. E the President directed the restriction of movements into 

and out of Kasanda and Mubende districts and issued other containment 

measures that should be undertaken through a multi-sectoral approach to 

control the Ebola Epidemic for 21 days. The 21 days elapsed yesterday Friday 4th 

November 2021. The National Task force sat yesterday to evaluation the 

situation in the two districts as well as Kampala metropolitan area. I will now 

report on the decisions as directed by the President. 

  

 

The outbreak has affected the districts of Mubende, Kasanda, Kagadi, 

Bunyangabu, Kyegegwa, Wakiso, Kampala City and most recently Masaka 

district.  This brings the total number of affected Local Governments and 

authorities to eight. This spread is attributed to movements of contacts and 

symptomatic individuals for health services.  

 

STATUS OF THE EBOLA OUTBREAK 

To-date, a total of 132 people have been confirmed positive for Ebola virus 

disease, 61 have recovered while 53 have succumbed to the disease. A total of 

18 confirmed cases are still admitted and receiving treatment at both the 

Mubende and Entebbe Ebola Treatment Units.  

The outbreak epicenter remains Mubende and Kassanda districts. Specifically, 

in Mubende district, the most affected sub counties are; Madudu, Kiruuma, and 
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Eastern Division of the municipality. While in Kasanda; the sub county of 

Kalwana and specifically Kikandwa parish is the most affected.  

The President’s directive of restricted movement was to give opportunity to the 

various Ministries, departments and agencies together with partners to 

optimizing control efforts in the two districts and minimize spread to other 

areas.  

To date however, while great work has been done, there is still evidence of 

transmission in these epicenter districts.  In Mubende, the number of cases 

have slightly reduced because of the vigilance of the population after 

understanding the dangers of Ebola and their determination to end the 

epidemic. I want to thank them for this. However, more work still needs to be 

done for the district to be completely free of Ebola.  

However, in Kasanda, progress has been slow because of challenges of a weak 

health system, myths, misinformation and belief in witchcraft coupled with the 

unbecoming behavior of exhumation of dead bodies to perform cultural rituals. 

For example, from only one exhumed body, up to 43 persons have since been 

infected with Ebola, 6 of whom have succumbed to the disease. Hence the 

number of cases in Kasanda are still rising. 

 

Furthermore, drug shops/pharmacies and private clinics in these epicenter 

districts have been reported as contributing to the spread of the infection 

among the population. 

 

Therefore, to minimize further the spread of Ebola within these districts 

and to protect the rest of the country from continued exposure, all the 
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directives issued by H E the President of Uganda on 15th October, 2022 

will be extended for another Twenty-One (21) days.  

 

Additionally, all private healthcare facilities and drug shops in Mubende and 

Kassanda will be inspected and assessed for conformity with infection 

prevention and control standards.  

 

All those that do not meet the required standards will be temporarily closed 

and the health workers trained by the Ministry of Health to improve their 

knowledge and practice of infection prevention. The health regulatory 

authorities are requested to support the ministry of health in this exercise to 

protect the lives of the health workers and ensure a safe working environment. 

 

I want to reassure the country that Government is doing all that is possible to 

control this outbreak as we have done before. Therefore, there is no need for 

anxiety or panic.  The situation in Kampala metropolitan area remains under 

control as the ministry of health and partners continue to sensitize the 

population and follow up all the contacts.  

 

Our healthcare workers will continue to do all it takes to save lives and bring 

the epidemic to an end. I call upon the public to cooperate with the healthcare 

workers and report anybody with signs and symptoms similar to that of Ebola 

early enough to improve survival of the patients but also to protect the rest of 

the population. Do not run away to another district when you have had contact. 

You run away with the disease and you will eventually die. In addition, 



 

5 

 

 

spreading the disease to the other parts of the country exposes many people to 

infection and makes the epidemic more difficult to control.  

Lastly, I want to thank the people of Mubende and Kasanda districts for 

understanding the reason for these measures and their commitment and 

sacrifice. We are relying on you to cooperate and bring this epidemic to an end.  

I also appeal to the population in Kampala metropolitan area to cooperate and 

avoid spreading the disease further. The recent case in Masaka taken there by 

a pregnant mother was unfortunate and should not happen again. Let us work 

together with understanding. Finally I appreciate all the healthcare workers for 

their tireless efforts, dedication, and commitment to control epidemics and 

ensure that the country is safe. 

 

Thank you for listening to me. 

For God and my Country 

 

Dr. Jane Ruth Aceng Ocero (MP) 

Minister for Health/Woman MP, Lira City 

5th November, 2022 


